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confirmed at necropsy, operation, or a routine barium
meal before discharge from hospital. An overall diagnosis
rate of 829, was achieved within the first 24 hours. All
gastric ulcers were detected by this method but duodenal
ulcers were missed on two occasions.

Acute gastric erosions were seen in 10 patients. There
remained a group of six patients in whom no diagnosis
was made by either early or late investigation. The
procedures were safe and in all cases an excellent view
could be obtained with the gastroscope. It is hoped that
early diagnosis places further management, especially if
surgery is contemplated on a safer and surer clinical basis.

BRUCE BEVERIDGE described a ‘Comparative study of
various liver function tests in the differential diagnosis of
jaundice’. A retrospective diagnosis was made on clinical,
epidemiological, histological, and follow-up evidence in
53 patients with clinical jaundice, divided into five
diagnostic groups: Extrahepatic obstruction, cholangio-
litic hepatitis, parenchymal jaundice, drug cholestasis,
and chronic liver disease. For each liver function test a

379

scattergram showed the values obtained in the five diag-
nostic groups and from these the reliability of the test in
differentiating the groups was judged.

Clinically jaundice due to chronic liver disease and
drug-induced cholestasis rarely caused grave diagnostic
problems, but the diagnosis of extrahepatic obstructive
jaundice from cholangiolitic hepatitis and occasionally
from parenchymal jaundice presented difficulty.

The serum alkaline phosphatase activity was not found
to be a good indicator of extrahepatic obstruction. The
most useful indicator of parenchymal jaundice was a
thymol turbidity value greater than 3 units. Less valuable
were markedly raised serum oxalo-acetic and pyruvic
transaminase levels, while serum ornithine transcarb-
amylase and quinine oxidase levels were of little value.
However, on biochemical grounds five patients appeared
to have extrahepatic obstruction, though this was not in
fact present.

The thymol turbidity results appeared independent of
serum albumin and globulin concentration, which were
helpful only in chronic liver disease.
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