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Developments in Digestive Diseases By
J Edward Berk. (Pp 258. Illustrated.
£11.50.) Lea and Febiger: Ph'iladelphia.
1980.
Developments in Digestive Diseases
seems destined to become an annual
review. This is the third in the series
and once again we are offered a well-
printed slim volume. The Editor claims
to have chosen topics in which develop-
ments have reached the stage of major
clinical relevance. One might disagree
with his choice but one can only ap-
plaud the speed with which he and his
publishers have produced a series of
interesting chapters over a wide range
of subjects backed by very recent refer-
ences (several belonging to the year of
pulblication).
The following topics are covered:

endoscopic control of gastrointestinal
bleeding (which rather misses out on
the use of the flexible gastroscope for
the injection of bleeding varices); proxi-
mal gastric vagotomy (the least recent
development); breath tests (nicely des-
cribed but somewhat uncritical); enteral
hyperalimentation (a bit portentous);
infectious diarrhoea (a useful summary
of the present situation); inflammatory
bowel disease (immunological develop-
ments and genetic influences). Func-
tional scintigraphy (an enthusiastic

affirmation); biofeedback training in
digestive disease (a restrained review of
a subject which has excited little atten-
tion in the United Kingdom); newer
gut hormones and hormone candidates
(a subject which needs repeated updat-
ing); somatostatin (a chapter to itself);
acute viral hepatitis (careful and com-
prehensive); and, finally, non-surgical
biliary decompression (which may en-
courage more widespread use of a num-
ber of useful techniques).

Altogether a good read but one can-
not help wondering how many more
review series the market can stand.
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The Management of Difficult Surgical
Problems Edited by Thomas A Miller and
Stanley J Dudrick. (Pp 304; illustrated;
$35.00). Austin, Texas: University of Texas
Press. 1981.
Del Juramento de Maimonides a la
Declaracion de Helsinki By Joel Valencia-
Parparcen. (Pp 95; price not stated.)
Caracas: Centro Medico de Caracas. 1980.
Adhesion and Microorganism Pathogenicity
Ciba Foundation Symposium 80.
(Pp 346; illustrated; price not stated.)
London: Pitman Medical. 1981.

Basic Gastroenterology: including dise
of the liver By A E Read, R F Harvey, and
J M Naish. (Pp 558; illustrated; £20.)
Bristol: Wright. 1981.
Smooth Muscle: an Assessment of Current
Knowledge Edited by Edith Bulbring,
Alison F Brading, Allan W Jones and
Tadao Tomita. (Pp 563; illustrated; £45.)
London: Edward Arnold. 1981.
Scandinavian Journal of Gastroenterology.
XI International Congress of Gastroenter-
ology - Carbenoxolone Symposium Edited
by Sir Francis Avery Jones, T C Hunt, and
P I Reed. (Pp 120; illustrated.) Oslo:
Universitetsforlaget. 1980.

Correction
Effect of intestinal surgery on the risk of
urinary stone formation, by C P Bambach,
W G Robertson, M Peacock, and G L Hill,
Gut, April 1981, p 261. The end of the first
paragraph of the Discussion should read as
follows:

'Patients with small bowel resection and
an intact colon maintain normal urinary
volume and pH and have no increased risk
of uric acid stones. However, they do have
an increased risk of forming calcium oxalate
stones. In the majority of patients this is due
to hyperoxaluria and in others low GAG
inhibitors are a factor.'
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