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Gut publishes original papers and reviews concerned with
practice and research in gastroenterology. The field is that
of basic science and physiology pertaining to the alimentary
tract, the liver and pancreas and that of alimentary,
hepatic, biliary or pancreatic disease. Papers may deal with
medical, surgical, or epidemiological aspects or with
imaging. A case report will be accepted only if it deals with
a clinical problem which has been studied in detail and the
resulting data provide material for further research.
Letters dealing with matters arising from articles published
in Gut, or with topics of general professional interest are
encouraged, but the correspondence column should not be
used for publication of original data.

COMMUNICATIONS Two copies of the manuscript and
figures should be addressed to the Editor, Gut, BMA
House, Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9JR, UK.
Manuscripts should follow the Vancouver conventions (see
Br Med J 1979; 1: 532-5. Gut 1979; 20: 651-2). They
should be in double-spaced typewriting on one side of the
paper only. On the title page the name of the author
should appear with initials (or distinguishing first name)
only, and the name and address of the hospital or
laboratory where the work was performed. A short
summary should be provided at the beginning of the paper.
Excessive use of abbreviations is discouraged. Papers are
accepted only on the written understanding, signed by all
authors, that the data have not been published elsewhere
in whole or in part and that all the authors agree to
publication in Gut; previous publication in abstract form
must be disclosed in a footnote. Papers must not be
published elsewhere without previous sanction of the
Editorial Committee.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF MANUSCRIPTS Manuscripts will
not be acknowledged unless a stamped addressed postcard,
or an international reply coupon is enclosed.

ILLUSTRATIONS Photographs Unmounted photographs
on glossy paper should be provided. Diagrams These will
usually be reduced to 23/4 in wide. Lettering should be in
either Letraset or stencil, and care should be taken that
lettering and symbols are of comparable size. Illustrations
should not be inserted in the text, they should be marked
on the back with Figure numbers, title of paper, and name
of author. All photographs, graphs, and diagrams should
be referred to as Figures and should be numbered
consecutively in the text in Arabic numerals. The legends
for illustrations should be typed on a separate sheet. Tables
Tables should be numbered consecutively in the text in
Arabic numerals and each typed on a separate sheet.

ETHICS Ethical considerations will be taken into account
in the assessment of papers (see the Medical Research
Council's publications on the ethics of human experi-
mentation, and the World Medical Association's code of
ethics, known as the Declaration of Helsinki (see Br Med J
1964; 2: 177)).

SI UNITS All measurements except blood pressure are
expressed in SI units. In the text they should be followed
by traditional units in parentheses. In tables, and illustra-
tions values are given in SI units, but a conversion factor
must be supplied. For general guidance on the Internation-
al System of Units and some useful conversion factors, see
The Sl for the Health Professions (WHO, 1977). NB: Such
conversion is the responsibility of the author.

REFERENCES These follow the Vancouver system - that
is, references numbered consecutively in the text and listed
numerically with titles abbreviated in the style of Index
Medicus, Standard journal article - (list all authors when
six or less; when seven or more, list first three and add et
al): James A, Joyce B, Harvey T. Effect of long-term
cimetidine. Gut 1979; 20: 123-4. NB: Accurate punctuation
is essential.

CORRECTIONS other than printers' errors may be charged
to the author.
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charge. Further reprints will be available on payment of
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with the proof.
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