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Transforming growth factor-o( in vivo stimulates
epithelial cell proliferation in digestive tissues of
suckling rats

K Hormi, T Lehy

Abstract
Background-The role that exogenous
transforming growth factor-a (TGF-ox)
may exert on cell proliferation in vivo is
poorly understood.
Aim-To investigate the effect of rat
TGF-a on epithelial cell proliferation in
all suckling rat digestive tissues and to
compare it with that of rat epidermal
growth factor (EGF).
Animals and Methods-TGF-a and EGF
were given three times daily either sub-
cutaneously (10 or 20 jiglkg) or intra-
peritoneally (100 ,ug/kg) to rats from the
ninth postnatal day. Cell proliferation was
assessed through 5-bromo- 2-deoxyuri-
dine incorporation and estimation of
labelling indices.
Results-For both growth factors, the
highest dose given for only two days
significantly increased stomach and intes-
tinal weights compared with controls
(p<005 to p<0-001). The proliferative
responses depended on the dose given,
colonic mucosa being the most sensitive
whereas oxyntic mucosa remained unres-
ponsive. TGF-a was as potent as EGF in
stimulating epithelial cell proliferation in
antral, duodenal, and colonic mucosae.
However, EGF was more active on
oesophageal and jejunal cell proliferation
whereas TGF-at was more active on
pancreatic exocrine cell proliferation and
the differences between the two growth
factor treated groups were significant.
Conclusions-These results prove for the
first time the stimulating effect in vivo of
exogenous rat TGF-a on epithelial cell
proliferation in rat digestive tissues
during the developmental period and
support a functional role for TGF-ax at
that time.
(Gut 1996; 39: 532-538)
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Transforming growth factor-ao (TGF-ox) and
epidermal growth factor (EGF) are mito-
genic peptides of 50 and 53 amino acids
respectively, which share many structural
homologies. They have a similar range of
biological activities mediated through the same
receptor, EGF-r, a 170 kDa transmembrane
glycoprotein with an intracellular tyrosine
kinase domain. In the gastrointestinal tract,

TGF-ot was reported to inhibit gastric acid
secretion and promote healing of gastric ulcers
in a similar fashion to EGF.'-' TGF-oL is also
assumed to act primarily as an autocrine
growth factor promoting, for instance, the
growth of human digestive adenomas and
cancer cell lines.8-" Furthermore, it has been
shown to stimulate the proliferation of normal
gastric epithelial cells in vitro in dogs and
guinea pigs."14 However, a response in vitro
is not necessarily reproduced in vivo, and the
effect of exogenous TGF-cx on epithelial cell
proliferation in normal digestive tissues in vivo
is essentially unknown. A preliminary report in
adult parenterally fed rats mentioned that
TGF-ot, when given systemically, is a less
potent mitogen than EGF on gastrointestinal
tissues.'5 Overexpression of TGF-ct in trans-
genic mice promotes proliferation of acinar
cells in the pancreas and of progenitor cells
in the stomach, the second being associated
with hypertrophy of gastric mucosa and
overproduction of mucus.'6-18 The effects of
EGF on gastrointestinal cell proliferation
found in adult animals in vivo are con-
troversial, often depending on the route of
administration as well as the animals'
condition-fed or fasted.'9-21 In newborn
rodents, however, EGF given either by oral,
subcutaneous, or intrapetitoneal routes, is able
to exert trophic effects in some digestive
tissues.22-26

Recent studies in our laboratory have shown
the developmental expression of TGF-oL in the
digestive system of rats and humans.27 28 In
rats, specific binding sites for EGF were found
in the small intestine of full term fetuses but the
temporal appearance of TGF-ot was more
precocious than that of EFG.29-31 These data
suggest that TGF-oL rather than EGF is the
true ligand for EGF-r during the develop-
mental period in that animal.
These facts prompted us to check whether

TGF-ot is an active stimulating factor on
epithelial cell proliferation in all digestive
tissues of suckling rats. In addition, the TGF-ot
effect was compared with that of EGF on the
same tissues to determine if the two peptides
differed in their potency to evoke tissue
proliferative responses in developing animals.
The end point was incorporation of 5-bromo-
2-deoxyuridine (5-BrdU), a non-isotopic
thymidine analogue (Sigma Chemical Co, St
Louis, MO, USA). We used rat EGF and rat
TGF-oc so that experiments were conducted
under physiological conditions.
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TGF-a effect on digestive cell proliferation in vivo

Methods

ANIMALS

Pregnant Wistar rats weighing 320 (SEM 17)
g, were received in our animal quarters on
the 14th day of gestation. They were housed
in individual cages, kept in temperature
(21 ± 1°C) and humidity controlled room, and
given standard rat food pellets and water ad
libitum. The rats were carefully checked for
time of birth and the day of birth was referred
as day 0. On the second day after birth, pups
were weighed and the litters restricted to 10-11
pups according to the dam's body weight. At
the beginning of each experiment, each litter
was divided into two or three subgroups of
equal average body weights. Pups were marked
for group identification. They were allowed to
suckle for the duration of the experiment and
their body weights were recorded daily. All
experiments were carried out in accordance
with National Institutes of Health (NIH)
guidelines.

EXPERIMENTAL GROUPS
In a pilot study, two groups of five and six pups
received subcutaneous (sc) injections of either
rat TGF-ox (molecular weight 5617, purity
>98% by high performance liquid chroma-
tography (HPLC)); (ICN Biochemical Inc,
Aurora, Ohio, USA) diluted in 0.9% NaCl at
a dose of 10 ptg/kg, or 0.9% NaCl (controls).
Injections were performed three times a day at
7 00 am, and 3 00 pm, and 11 00 pm for five
days. Treament began on postnatal day 9 at
3 00 pm. Rats were killed on day 14 between
2 00 and 4 00 pm-that is, seven to nine hours
after the last injection.

In a second experiment, three litters were
used. Each litter was divided into three sub-
groups which were treated in the same way and
during the same period as in the pilot study.
Rats (10 for each group) received either rat
TGF-oL or rat EGF (molecular weight 5377,
purity >95% by HPLC; Biomedical Tech-
nology Inc, Stoughton, MA, USA) diluted in
distilled water, or 0 9% NaCl. For both pep-
tides, the dose was 20 ,ug/kg. Rats were killed
seven to nine hours after the last injection.

In a third experiment, two litters were also
divided into three subgroups. In that series,
rats (seven per group) were given intra-
peritoneal (ip) injections of either rat TGF-ot
or EGF at a dose of 100 jig/kg body weight,
or 0.9% NaCl, three times daily for two days
beginning on day 9 at 3 00 pm. They were
killed on postnatal day 11 between 5 00 and
7 00 pm-that is, 10-12 hours after the last
injection.
To investigate the proliferative activity of

epithelial cells, all rats received an ip injection
(50 mg/kg) of 5-BrdU 45 minutes before
killing.
At the time of killing, rats were anaesthetised

with ether and the digestive organs were
removed. Stomachs were opened along the
greater curvature, gently rinsed in 0.9% NaCl,
and blotted dry. Faeces were expelled from the
colon by delicate massage. Pancreases were

totally removed and carefully trimmed free of
fat and lymph nodes. Stomachs, pancreases,
and intestines (small and large bowel) were
then weighed.

HISTOLOGICAL PROCEDURES AND ASSESSMENT

OF CELL PROLIFERATION

Stomachs were pinned flat on a paraffin wax
block, mucosal side up, and fixed in a freshly
prepared cold Camoy's solution for 30
minutes. After fixation, stomachs were de-
hydrated and parallel strips were resected
perpendicular to the cardiapylorus axis,
embedded in paraplast, and cut into 3 pm
thick sections strictly perpendicular to the
mucosal surface. The pancreas, samples of the
lower oesophagus, and 2-3 cm of the proximal
duodenum, jejunum (excised in mid-length of
small intestine), and descending colon were
histologically processed in the same manner.

Proliferating epithelial cells were identified
by immunohistochemistry with an anti-
BrdU monoclonal antibody (Monosan, Am
Uden, Netherlands) used in a 1/10 dilution,
and the Vectastain ABC kit (Vector Labs,
Burlingame, USA). Immunocomplexes were
visualised with diaminobenzidine. Labelled
cells were recognisable under the microscope
by the brown pigment overlying their nuclei.
Tissue sections were then counterstained with
Mayer's glychemalun-eosin and examined at
1000X magnification for pancreas and fundic
mucosa and 500X magnification for all other
tissues. This was done on coded slides,
examiners being unaware of their origin.
Proliferative variables were assessed in the
following ways.
For the oesophagus, labelled and unlabelled

cells in the basal germinal epithelial layer were
recorded in two different cross sections,
examining 900-1200 cells per rat.
For antral, duodenal, jejunal, and colonic

mucosae, 30 well oriented glands with the
lumen visible from the bottom to the mucosal
surface and with a single layer of cells along the
column of the gland were selected in
longitudinal tissue sections as previously
described.32 In each column, the total number
of cells (starting from the middle of the base
up to the surface) and the number of labelled
cells were recorded. Totals of about 850-1000
cells per region per rat were counted.
For fundic mucosa, as individual glands are

rarely cut along their entire length, labelled and
unlabelled epithelial nucleated cells were
counted, using a calibrated ocular grid, in eight
to nine rectangular fields covering the
proliferative zone. This was done at regular
intervals from the lesser to the greater
curvature, along the length of one well oriented
section of oxyntic mucosa. In the developing
rat, proliferating cells are widely distributed
within the thickness of the oxyntic mucosa and
the proliferative zone was defined as the
mucosal portion between the highest labelled
cells and the lowest, roughly located near the
muscularis mucosae.26 32 3 As parietal cells do
not proliferate, these cells, recognisable by
their shape and their eosinophilic cytoplasm,
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were excluded from the counts. At least 1000
cells were examined per rat.
For the exocrine pancreas, 10 different tissue

areas were selected at random using an ocular
grid, and about 1000 acinar cells per rat were
examined. Centroacinar cells, which have their
own proliferation rate, were excluded from counts.

Labelling indices-the percentage of labelled
cells in the proliferative area for each tissue-
were then estimated.

STATISTICAL ANALYSIS
All results are expressed as means (SEM).
Statistical comparisons for independent popu-
lations between all groups were made with one
way analysis of variance (ANOVA) or the non-
parametric Kruskall-Wallis test whenever
relevant. When significant overall effects were
found, comparisons between two groups were
made with Student's t test or the Mann-
Whitney U test. The level of significance was
set at p<005.

Results

ANIMAL AND DIGESTIVE ORGAN WEIGHTS
In all experiments, mean body weight curves
were similar for controls and treated pups, so
that at the end of the experimental period,
animal weights were similar. Weights of
digestive organs did not differ between controls
and treated pups in the first two experimental
series (data not shown). In the third
experiment, administration of TGF-ot or EGF
(100 ,ug/kg/day) for only two days resulted in
a significant increase in intestinal weights
compared with the control group, whether the
data were expressed as absolute weight or wet
weight/I 00 g body weight (1 1*2 to 19.5%, with
p<0005; Table I). Stomach weights were also
significantly increased in the EGF treated
group compared with the control group
(p<0 05). For the TGF-ot treated group, the
difference compared with controls was signifi-
cant only for absolute weight, p<005 (p<O 1O
for wet weight/100 g body wt). Absolute

TABLE I Effect oftwo day intraperitoneal administration of rat TGF-ot or rat EGF on
weights of digestive organs in suckling rats

Controls EGF TGF-a
(n=7) (n=7) (n= 7)

Absolute weight:
Animals (g):

Beginning of experiment 21-4 (0 4) 21-6 (0 6) 21-9 (0.6)
End of experiment 26-9 (0 5) 26-3 (0 7) 27-3 (0 5)

Pancreas (mg) 86-6 (3-6) 100-6 (4.9)* 77-9 (13-0)
(+16-2%)

Stomach (mg) 179-0 (5 0) 208-0 (8-1)** 209-4 (12-2)*
(+16-2%) (+17%)

Intestine (mg) 893-0 (10) 1017-0 (25)*** 1008-0 (14)***
(+13-90/o) (+12-9%)

Wet weight (mg/lOOg body weight):
Pancreas 322-5 (14-6) 384-9 (25 0) 332-4 (19-6)

(+19-3%)
Stomach 666-8 (22 6) 796-3 (48.3)* 768-4 (48-1)

(+19-4%) (+152%)
Intestine 3327-0 (72) 3869-0 (84)**** 3699-0 (74)***

(+16 3%) (+11 2%)

Values are means (SEM). The doses of rat EGF and TGF-a were 100 pug/kg three times daily.
Increased percentages are given in parentheses.* p<0 05; **p=001; ***p<0005; ****p<0.001
v controls.

pancreatic weight alone was significantly
increased in the EGF treated group compared
with controls, (p<0 05; Table I).

DNA SYNTHESIS INDICES IN EPITHELIAL
PROGENITOR CELLS OF DIGESTIVE TISSUES
In the pilot experiment, we tested a low dose
of rat TGF-ot, (10 jig/ kg). In a previous study,
a similar dose of mouse EGF had been able to
stimulate cell proliferation in the pancreas and
small intestine of the suckling rat.26 This dose,
given subcutaneously, was studied here on
selected organs-namely, the oesophagus,
pancreas, jejunum, and colon. Figure 1 shows
labelling indices estimated in these tissues.
Compared with controls, TGF-ot stimulated
epithelial cell proliferation only in the colonic
mucosa, (27%, p<00 1).

In the second experiment, taking into
account the above results, the dose of TGF-ax
was doubled and compared with an equivalent
dose of EGF. With that dose, epithelial cell
labelling indices in the oesophagus as well as
in the fundic and antral mucosae did not differ
between the three groups (Fig 2). In the
duodenal mucosa, labelling indices were also
not significantly different between the groups;
however, they were increased by 13% in the
EGF treated group compared with controls,
(p<010). In the jejunal mucosa, the 20 ,ug/kg
dose of EGF increased labelling indices by
17% compared with controls, (p<0 02) and by
15'5% compared with the TGF-ot treated
group, (p<0.05). No effect was noted with
TGF-ot. In the colonic mucosa, both rat EGF
and rat TGF-o stimulated epithelial cell
labelling indices, by 43% and 51%, res-
pectively, (p<0001; Fig 2). In the pancreas,
EGF did not affect acinar cell DNA synthesis;
TGF-ao increased this variable by 11% com-
pared with controls but this increase did not
reach significance (p<0 10). However, for the
pancreas, labelling indices were significantly
higher in the TFG-a treated group than in the
EGF treated group (16%, p<002; Fig 2).

x ** 14

12

e1h

.0~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~.

Figure 1: Effect ofa five day subcutaneous treatment with
either rat TGF-ae (10 ug/kg) or NaCi (three times daily)
on epithelial cell proliferation in exocrine pancreas and
oesophageal, jejunal, and colonic mucosae. Rats were killed
seven to nine hours after the last injection (**p<001).
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Figure 2: Effect ofa five day subcutaneous administration of either rat TGF-e (2
rat EGF (20 ,g/kg), or NaCI (three times daily) on epithelial cell proliferation it
exocrine pancreas, oesophageal, fundic, antral, duodenal, jejunal, and colonic ma
Rats were killed seven to nine hours after the last injection. fp<0-02 v EGF treat,
(andp<0 10 v control group, NS); 7p<0 05 v TGF-ottreated group; *p<0.02 a;
***p<0.001 v control group.
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Figure 3: Effect oftwo day intraperitoneal administration of either rat TGF-oe or
(100 ug/kg) or NaCl (three times daily) on epithelial cell proliferation in exocrin
oesophageal, fundic, antral, duodenal, jejunal, and colonic mucosae. Rats were k
10-12 hours after the last injection. *p<0.05; ***p<0.001 v control group; t<

TGF-oa treated group.

(Fig 3). Again, no effect was noted on labelling
indices in the fundic mucosa with either EGF
or TGF-a. By contrast, both EGF and TGF-ot
stimulated epithelial cell labelling indices in the
antral mucosa with the same magnitude (66%
and 68% respectively, p<000l; Fig 3). In the
duodenal mucosa also, labelling indices were
increased above controls by EGF (97%) and
by TGF-oL (87%) (both p<000l). In the
jejunal mucosa, EGF and TGF-ot significantly
increased labelling indices compared with
controls, (p<0.001), but EGF (88%) was more
potent than TGF-cx (44%). The difference in
labelling indices between EGF and TGF-oc
treated pups was also highly significant for the
jejunal mucosa (p<0 00l). In the colonic

N}0X° mucosa, both growth factors similarly
stimulated labelling indices by 75% (p<0.00l;
Fig 3). In the pancreas, again as in the second
experiment, EGF had no significant effect on

20 1gT9g), acinar cell DNA synthesis. By contrast, TGF-ot
n thee. significantly decreased pancreatic cell labelling
ed group indices by 40% compared with controls
nd (p<000l). It decreased the same variable by

27% compared with EGF but this was not
significant (p<0 10; Fig 3).

ell pro- In the third experiment, in which growth
by both factor treatment was for only two days,
the third increases in labelling indices were not
re intro- accompanied by an increase in length of antral
0 pug/kg, glands or intestinal crypts, expressed as
ged as it number of cells per crypt column (Table II).
adminis-
showing
me lapse Discussion
moval of Our present study provides the first infor-
potential mation about the in vivo effect of exogenous
nt.19 20 34 TGF-o on epithelial cell proliferation in all
is, EGF types of digestive mucosae and the pancreas of
sophagus suckling rats. Furthermore, it was the first time
the same that relevant growth factors for the rat (rat
gnificant EGF and TGF-aL) were used in this type of

investigation.
A short period of treatment with these two

growth factors (only two days) at the highest
dose (100 pug/kg) was sufficient to significantly
increase stomach and intestine weights of
suckling rats compared with controls. This was
in agreement with the stimulating effect on

* * epithelial cell proliferation in rats treated with
EGF and TGF-ot. Mean stomach weight,
however, increased less than that of the
intestines and did not vary significantly in the
TGF-o treated group when it was expressed
per animal body weight. In fact, only antral cell
proliferation was stimulated by growth factors.
In addition, only EGF significantly stimulated
cell proliferation in the oesophagus, suggesting
a likely identical stimulation in the fore-
stomach. These data were consistent with the
lesser increase in stomach weight in TGF-ot
treated rats.

G°J° The magnitude of tissue response to growth
factors depended on the dose of growth factor
given and varied according to tissues; colonic
mucosa was the most sensitive and fundic

EGF mucosa the least. Moreover, some tissues
e pancreas, displayed preferential sensitivity for one or
iolOOl v other growth factor. Thus roughly equimolar

doses of rat EGF and TGF-ot (3.7 and 3-5
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TABLE II Effect of two day intraperitoneal administration of rat TGF-e or rat EGF on
proliferative variables in antrum and intestine ofsuckling rats

Variables Controls (n=7) EGF (n=7) TGF-o (n=7)

Antrum:
No of cells/crypt column 14-4 (0.06) 14-3 (0.04) 14-2 (0.05)
No of labelled cells/crypt column 0 88 (0.06) 1-46 (0.04)* 1.47 (0.06)*
Labelling index 6-2 (0.4) 10.3 (0.3)* 10-4 (0.5)*

Duodenum:
No of cells/crypt column 15-2 (0-15) 15.0 (0.12) 14-9 (0.09)
No of labelled cells/crypt column 1.86 (0.08) 3-63 (0 20)* 3-42 (0 12)*
Labelling index 12-3 (0.6) 24-2 (1-3)* 22-9 (0.7)*

Jejunum:
No of cells/crypt column 14-5 (0 10) 14-5 (0.10) 14-4 (0.05)
No of labelled cells/crypt column 1-87 (0.05) 3-52 (0.16)*t 2-68 (0.07)*
Labelling index 13-0 (0.3) 24-5 (1 0)** 18.7 (0.5)*

Colon:
No of cells/crypt column 14.2 (0.24) 14.0 (0.07) 14.2 (0.06)
No of labelled cells/crypt column 1.33 (0.08) 2-28 (008)* 2-30 (0.09)*
Labelling index 9.3 (0.6) 16.3 (0.6)* 16.2 (0.7)*

Values are means (SEM). Parameters were estimated on coded slides. *p<0o0001 v controls;
tp<0 001; tp<0 0002 v TGF-a treated rats.

nmol/kg respectively, corresponding to 20
pug/kg and 18.6 and 17.8 nmol/kg, corres-
ponding to 100 ,ug/kg) had similar stimulating
effects on colonic epithelial cell proliferation in
the second experiment, and on antral, duo-
denal, and colonic epithelial cell proliferation
in the third experiment. In addition, when
given by the same (sc) route, rat TGF-a
increased labelling indices in colonic mucosa in
a dose dependent manner, (27% with the 10
,ig/kg dose and 51% with the 20 ,ug/kg dose in
the first and second experiments respectively).
The high response of colonic mucosa to EGF
has also been emphasised by others23 indicating
a specific sensitivity of this tissue to this growth
factor family. This may explain the autocrine
growth stimulation by TGF-ox in colonic
cancers.8 9 11 By contrast, rat EGF and TGF-ao
showed differential activities in other tissues,
whatever the route of administration and the
time lapse between the last injection of growth
factor and tissue removal that is, EGF was
more active in the oesophagus and jejunum
and TGF-oL was more active in the exocrine
pancreas, with significant differences between
TGF-cx and EGF treated rats in the jejunum
and pancreas (p<0.02 to p<0001). Indeed, in
the second experiment (sc administration,
tissue sampling seven to nine hours after
injection) only EGF was able to stimulate
epithelial cell proliferation in the jejunum. In
the third experiment (ip administration, tissue
sampling 10-12 hours after injection) EGF
was twofold more potent than TGF-oc in
stimulating epithelial cell labelling indices in
the oesophagus and jejunum (40% v 22.5%
and 88% v 44% respectively). By contrast, in
the pancreas, EGF was without effect in the
second and the third experiments whereas
TGF-oL stimulated acinar cell proliferation by
+ 1 1% and inhibited it by -40% in the second
and third experiments respecitvely. Inhibition
of cell proliferation in the exocrine pancreas
was surprising but similar results-that is, a
decrease or increase in DNA synthesis as a
function of the time course between the last
injection and organ sampling-had already
been reported by Scheving et al in mouse
pancreas with mouse EGF'9 20 and by Potten
et al in mouse ileal mucosa with mouse TGF-t.3
These apparent discrepancies seem to be

related to circadian rhythms in DNA synthesis.
Such rhythms exist in all gastrointestinal
tissues and we do not know if the effects in the
present third experiment correspond to the
maximal response evoked by growth factors.
The lack of effect of rat TGF-o and EGF on

the oxyntic mucosa needs to be discussed.
Firstly, if we compare our present data
obtained with rat EGF with previous data
obtained with mouse EGF in suckling rats of
the same age as ours," it seems that rat EGF
is a less potent stimulant of DNA synthesis in
that mucosa than mouse EGF. This has
already been reported for human foreskin
fibroblast culture.35 Indeed, in our previous
study, 10 jig/kg of mouse EGF three times
daily increased labelling indices in the pancreas
and antral mucosa whereas here a twofold
higher dose of rat EGF did not affect cell
proliferation in the same tissues. A larger dose
of mouse EGF (100 jig/kg three times daily)
stimulated cell proliferation in the fundic
mucosa26 whereas in the present work, fundic
mucosa remained unresponsive to an
equivalent dose of rat EGF. Nevertheless,
Arsenault and Menard, who used a very high
dose of mouse EGF (4 g/kg/day) in suckling
mice, reported no effect of EGF on DNA
synthesis in the oesophagus23 whereas we
found an effect with a lower dose of rat EGF
(300 jig/kg/day) in suckling rats. These data all
emphasise evident interspecies differences for
both tissue responses to EGF and potencies of
EGF of different origins. In any case,
investigating the effect of its own growth factor
in a species seems to be a more physiological
procedure. Secondly, a lack of response of
fundic mucosa to EGF and TGF-ot was also
indicated in the preliminary work of Goodlad
et al who treated rats for three days with
isomolar amounts of the two growth factors
(species origin not given).'5 Results were
similar to ours although experimental con-
ditions were different (they used parenterally
fed rats whose stomachs had no contact with
food and we used pups allowed to suckle).
These findings differ from those observed on
the gastric mucosa of transgenic mice. Indeed,
overexpression of TGF-ot in these particular
animals results, as postnatal life develops, in
hypertrophy of mucosa and stimulation of
progenitor cell DNA synthesis.'7 18 We cannot
exclude totally the possibility that different
EGF injection and tissue sampling times would
have affected cell proliferation in oxyntic
mucosa in relation to circadian rhythms.
Our data do not indicate which growth

factor, EGF or TGF-oL, is the preferential
EGF-r ligand during the developmental
period. Nevertheless, TGF-oL and EGF have
differential potencies in stimulating epithelial
cell proliferation in some digestive tissues.
Differential effects of EGF and TGF-ot on
gastrointestinal epithelial cell proliferation,
estimated by crypt cell production rate, were
also found by other authors, TGF-a exerting
a less trophic effect than EGF, as increases,
only found in mucosae from the small and
large intestine, were never significant.'5 Some
quantitative differences in function have also
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been described in certain non-gastrointestinal
tissues. Thus TGF-oL was more potent than
EGF in promoting angiogenesis36 and calcium
release from fetal long bone in vitro,37 in
inducing cell membrane ruffling,38 and in
stimulating arterial blood flow in dogs.39 These
dissimilarities may be explained by different
intracellular routing and degradation of TGF-
oc/EGF-r and EGF/EGF-r complexes in
certain tissues, perhaps because ofthe variation
in the isoelectric point of the two proteins.4014
It has also been suggested that the two peptides
bind differently to the EGF-r, an antibody
raised against EGF-r being able to block TGF-
cx binding to the receptor whereas it did not
affect the EGF binding to that receptor. It was
proposed that this antibody either stabilises a
conformation of EGF-r not favourable for
TGF-oL binding or blocks a part of the receptor
necessary for TGF-oL binding but not EGF
binding.42
To our knowledge, only two other studies

have so far investigated the in vivo exogenous
effect of TGF-cx on cell proliferation in some
digestive tissues. Thus it was reported that
TGF-ox stimulated the growth of pancreatic
cancer transplanted in hamster cheek
pouches.43 Very recently, Potten et al have
shown that TGF-oL exerts some stimulatory
effects on ileal mucosa of adult irradiated mice
although little stimulation, no effect, or even
some inhibition was also found depending on
the administration schedule.34

In conclusion, we have shown that
exogenous rat TGF-ot is able to increase
digestive organ weights and to stimulate the in
vivo proliferation of epithelial cells in most
digestive tissues in suckling rats. Under our
conditions, the colonic mucosa seemed very
sensitive to EGF and TGF-oL whereas fundic
mucosa seemed unresponsive in vivo to the
doses chosen. The two growth factors exerted
similar activities in antral, duodenal, and
colonic mucosae, but EGF was more potent
than TGF-oa in oesophageal and jejunal
mucosae whereas TGF-ot was more potent
than EGF in the exocrine pancreas.
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